
A Comprehensive Guide to Susan Glaspell's
"Trifles" Course Hero Study Guide

Susan Glaspell's "Trifles" is a captivating one-act play that delves into the
complexities of gender, justice, and rural life in early 20th-century America.
This Course Hero study guide provides an in-depth analysis of the play,
exploring character motivations, literary themes, symbolism, and the play's
significance in American literature.

Character Analysis

Mrs. Wright: A mysterious and enigmatic figure at the heart of the
play. Her enigmatic demeanor and silent suffering hint at hidden
depths and unspoken tragedies.

County Attorney Henderson: A stern and authoritative figure who
represents the patriarchal legal system. His dismissiveness towards
"women's concerns" underscores the play's critique of gender biases.

Sheriff Peters: A practical and pragmatic lawman who initially
dismisses the women's observations as insignificant but eventually
comes to recognize their value.

Mrs. Hale: A compassionate and observant neighbor who plays a
pivotal role in uncovering the truth behind Mrs. Wright's actions.

Mrs. Peters: A kind-hearted and supportive neighbor who becomes
Mrs. Hale's confidante and ally.



Themes
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Justice and Gender: "Trifles" challenges the traditional courtroom
dramas by highlighting the often-overlooked perspectives of women
and their experiences within the legal system.

The Significance of the Trivial: The play subverts expectations by
demonstrating how seemingly insignificant details, such as a broken
birdcage, can reveal profound truths and shape the outcome of the
case.

Rural Life and Isolation: The play's rural setting and isolated
characters provide a backdrop for exploring the complexities of human
relationships and the challenges of living in a remote and unforgiving
environment.

The Power of Observation: The female characters in "Trifles"
demonstrate the importance of close observation and intuition, often
overlooked in a society that values male logic and authority.

Symbolism
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The Birdcage: A symbol of Mrs. Wright's stifled dreams and
aspirations, which have been shattered by a life of oppression and
abuse.

The Quilting: The women's quilting represents the domestic sphere,
but it also becomes a metaphor for their collective knowledge and
shared experiences.

The Canary: The dead canary, a symbol of innocent life, represents
Mrs. Wright's loss of hope and the destruction of her spirit.

The Rope: The rope found at the crime scene symbolizes the
connection between Mrs. Wright and her husband, as well as the
potential for violence and oppression.

Significance in American Literature

"Trifles" is considered a seminal work in American drama for its
groundbreaking exploration of gender and justice. It marked a departure
from traditional courtroom dramas and paved the way for a more nuanced
and inclusive representation of women on stage. The play's themes of
justice, compassion, and the power of empathy continue to resonate with
audiences today.

Susan Glaspell's "Trifles" is a multifaceted and thought-provoking play that
continues to captivate and provoke readers and audiences alike. This
Course Hero study guide provides a comprehensive overview of the play,



guiding readers through its complex characters, themes, symbolism, and
literary significance. By delving into the hidden depths of "Trifles," we gain a
deeper understanding of the human condition and the enduring power of
storytelling.

Study Guide for Susan Glaspell's Trifles (Course Hero
Study Guides) by Course Hero

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2467 KB
Print length : 21 pages
Lending : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported

The Gathering Pacific Storm: An Epic Struggle
Between Japan and the United States
The Gathering Pacific Storm is a 1991 book by author Winston Churchill.
The book tells the story of the lead-up to World War II in the Pacific,
and...
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How CIA-Contra Gangs and NGOs
Manufacture, Mislabel, and Market Mass Murder
In the annals of covert operations, the CIA's involvement with the Contra
rebels in Nicaragua stands as one of the most egregious examples of
state-sponsored terrorism. The...
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