
Agamemnon, The Libation Bearers, The
Eumenides: A Comprehensive Illustrated
Guide
The Oresteia trilogy by Aeschylus is a cornerstone of ancient Greek drama
and one of the most enduring works of world literature. Composed of three
plays—Agamemnon, The Libation Bearers, and The Eumenides—the
trilogy explores themes of justice, revenge, fate, and destiny through the
complex and often tragic lives of its characters.
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This illustrated guide delves into the world of the Oresteia, providing an in-
depth analysis of each play accompanied by stunning visuals. From the
characters and their motivations to the symbolism and themes that
permeate the trilogy, this guide offers a comprehensive exploration of
Aeschylus' masterpiece.
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Agamemnon

The first play of the trilogy, Agamemnon, introduces us to the titular king as
he returns home from the Trojan War. Agamemnon's triumphant return is
met with a chorus of women who sing of the horrors he has inflicted on
others and the consequences that may await him.
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Central to the play is Agamemnon's relationship with his wife,
Clytemnestra. Clytemnestra has not forgiven Agamemnon for sacrificing
their daughter, Iphigenia, to the gods before the Trojan War. She has been
planning revenge and, with the help of her lover Aegisthus, she murders
Agamemnon upon his arrival.

Agamemnon explores the themes of justice, revenge, and fate.
Agamemnon's murder is a direct result of his own actions, but it also sets in
motion a cycle of violence that will haunt the family for generations to
come.
The Libation Bearers

Electra and Orestes, Agamemnon's children, plotting revenge against Clytemnestra
and Aegisthus
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The second play of the trilogy, The Libation Bearers, follows Agamemnon's
children, Electra and Orestes, as they seek revenge for their father's
murder. Electra, who has been living in exile, returns to Argos and plots
with her brother to kill Clytemnestra and Aegisthus.

The play explores the themes of justice and revenge, as well as the role of
fate in shaping human destiny. Electra and Orestes are determined to
avenge their father's death, but their actions are also driven by their own
desires for vengeance.

The Libation Bearers culminates in a bloody climax, as Orestes kills both
Clytemnestra and Aegisthus. However, his actions do not bring him peace.
The Furies, spirits of vengeance, pursue Orestes for his crimes, driving him
to madness.
The Eumenides



The third and final play of the trilogy, The Eumenides, follows Orestes as
he stands trial for the murder of Clytemnestra. The Furies, who have been
relentlessly pursuing him, demand his punishment. However, Athena, the
goddess of wisdom, intervenes and establishes a new court to hear the
case.

The play explores the themes of justice, mercy, and the role of the gods in
human affairs. The trial of Orestes is a symbolic representation of the
struggle between the old order, represented by the Furies, and the new
order, represented by Athena.
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In a dramatic climax, Athena casts the deciding vote in Orestes' favor,
establishing a new order based on justice and mercy. The Furies,
appeased by Athena's wisdom, are transformed into the Eumenides, spirits
of good will.

The Oresteia trilogy is a complex and powerful work that explores some of
the most fundamental questions of human existence. Through its vivid
characters, compelling plot, and profound themes, the trilogy has resonated
with audiences for centuries.

This illustrated guide has provided a comprehensive overview of the
Oresteia trilogy, exploring the characters, themes, and symbolism that
make it such an enduring masterpiece. Whether you are a student of
ancient Greek literature or simply a lover of great storytelling, we hope this
guide has deepened your understanding and appreciation of Aeschylus'
masterpiece.
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The Gathering Pacific Storm: An Epic Struggle
Between Japan and the United States
The Gathering Pacific Storm is a 1991 book by author Winston Churchill.
The book tells the story of the lead-up to World War II in the Pacific,
and...

How CIA-Contra Gangs and NGOs
Manufacture, Mislabel, and Market Mass Murder
In the annals of covert operations, the CIA's involvement with the Contra
rebels in Nicaragua stands as one of the most egregious examples of
state-sponsored terrorism. The...
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