
Analysing and Interpreting Recorded Popular
Song: An Exploration of Ashgate Popular and
Folk Music
Music is a powerful form of art that can evoke emotions, tell stories, and
connect people from all walks of life. Popular song, in particular, has a
unique ability to capture the Zeitgeist of a particular era and reflect the
social and cultural values of the time. By analysing and interpreting
recorded popular songs, we can gain insights into the past, present, and
future of our society.

In this article, we will explore the various ways in which recorded popular
songs can be analysed and interpreted. We will begin by examining the
musical elements of a song, such as its melody, harmony, and rhythm. We
will then move on to consider the lyrics, which can provide valuable insights
into the songwriter's intentions and the song's meaning. Finally, we will
discuss the context in which a song was created and performed, which can
help us to understand its impact on the audience.
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Musical Analysis

The musical elements of a song can be analysed using a variety of
techniques. One common approach is to use music theory to identify the
song's key, time signature, and chord progression. This information can
help us to understand the song's structure and how it is put together.
Another approach is to use spectrograms or other visual representations to
examine the song's sound waves. This can help us to identify the different
instruments and sounds that are used in the song, as well as the way in
which they are combined.

By analysing the musical elements of a song, we can gain insights into the
songwriter's craft and the song's overall impact. For example, a song that is
written in a minor key is likely to have a more somber or reflective tone than
a song that is written in a major key. Similarly, a song that uses a complex
chord progression is likely to be more challenging to listen to than a song
that uses a simple chord progression.

Lyrical Analysis

The lyrics of a song can provide valuable insights into the songwriter's
intentions and the song's meaning. By carefully examining the words that
are used in a song, we can identify the song's main themes and messages.
We can also identify the song's point of view and the perspective from
which it is being told.

Lyrical analysis can be used to interpret a song on many different levels.
For example, we can use lyrical analysis to identify the song's literal
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meaning, its metaphorical meaning, and its symbolic meaning. We can also
use lyrical analysis to identify the song's emotional impact and its message
for the listener.

Contextual Analysis

The context in which a song was created and performed can help us to
understand its impact on the audience. By considering the song's historical
and social context, we can identify the factors that influenced its creation
and the way in which it was received by the public.

Contextual analysis can be used to interpret a song in a variety of ways.
For example, we can use contextual analysis to identify the song's target
audience, its intended purpose, and its overall significance. We can also
use contextual analysis to identify the song's relationship to other songs
and to the broader cultural landscape of its time.

By analysing and interpreting recorded popular songs, we can gain insights
into the past, present, and future of our society. By examining the musical
elements, lyrics, and context of a song, we can understand the songwriter's
craft, the song's meaning, and its impact on the audience. This knowledge
can help us to appreciate the power of music and to use it to make a
positive impact on the world.
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