DownBeat Hall of Fame: A Celebration of Jazz
Legends

The DownBeat Hall of Fame is the world's most prestigious jazz institution.
Established in 1954 by DownBeat magazine, the Hall of Fame honors jazz
musicians who have made significant contributions to the genre.

The Hall of Fame is a testament to the rich history and enduring legacy of
jazz music. It recognizes the pioneers and innovators who have shaped the
sound and style of jazz, as well as the artists who have brought the music
to new audiences.
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History

The DownBeat Hall of Fame was founded in 1954 by DownBeat magazine.
The initial class of inductees included Count Basie, Duke Ellington, Louis
Armstrong, Charlie Parker, and Lester Young. Since then, over 300
musicians have been inducted into the Hall of Fame.
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The Hall of Fame is housed at the Smithsonian National Museum of
American History in Washington, D.C. The museum displays a collection of
artifacts and memorabilia from the lives and careers of the inductees.

Selection Process

The DownBeat Hall of Fame is a juried institution. A panel of jazz experts,
including musicians, critics, and educators, votes on the nominees each
year. The top vote-getters are inducted into the Hall of Fame.

The selection process is highly competitive. Only a small number of
musicians are inducted into the Hall of Fame each year. The inductees are
chosen based on their artistry, innovation, and impact on the jazz genre.

Notable Inductees
The DownBeat Hall of Fame is home to some of the most legendary names
in jazz music. A few of the notable inductees include:

= Louis Armstrong

= Count Basie

= John Coltrane

= Miles Davis

= Duke Ellington

= Ella Fitzgerald

= Billie Holiday

= Thelonious Monk



= Charlie Parker

= Dizzy Gillespie

The DownBeat Hall of Fame is a celebration of the greatest jazz musicians
of all time. The inductees represent the very best that jazz has to offer, and
their music continues to inspire and entertain audiences around the world.

The Hall of Fame is a living testament to the power of jazz music. It is a
place where people can come to learn about the history of jazz, to
appreciate the work of its greatest masters, and to be inspired by the music
that has changed the world.
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The DownBeat Hall of Fame is located at the Smithsonian National
Museum of American History in Washington, D.C. The museum displays a
collection of artifacts and memorabilia from the lives and careers of the

inductees.

The DownBeat Hall of Fame has inducted over 300 musicians since its
founding in 1954. This video features a selection of inductee performances
from the DownBeat archives.

Further Reading

DownBeat Hall of Fame

» Jazz at the Smithsonian
= NPR: DownBeat Hall of Fame Inductee Charlie Parker

= The New York Times: DownBeat Hall of Fame Inductees
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The Gathering Pacific Storm: An Epic Struggle
Between Japan and the United States

The Gathering Pacific Storm is a 1991 book by author Winston Churchill.
The book tells the story of the lead-up to World War Il in the Pacific,
and...

How CIA-Contra Gangs and NGOs
Manufacture, Mislabel, and Market Mass Murder

In the annals of covert operations, the CIA's involvement with the Contra
rebels in Nicaragua stands as one of the most egregious examples of
state-sponsored terrorism. The...
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