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Kindergarten is an important milestone in a child's educational journey. It is
a time of exploration, learning, and growth. For parents in New York City,
the process of enrolling their child in kindergarten can be overwhelming.
This guide will provide you with all the information you need to know to
navigate the process and give your child the best possible start to their
education.

NYC Kindergarten Admissions Timeline

The NYC kindergarten admissions timeline for the 2024 school year is as
follows:

October 3, 2023: Kindergarten applications open.

January 12, 2024: Kindergarten applications close.
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March 27, 2024: Offer letters are mailed.

April 3, 2024: Deadline to accept or decline an offer.

September 2024: Kindergarten classes begin.

Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible for kindergarten in New York City, children must be five years
old on or before December 31, 2024. Children who are not yet five years
old may be eligible for pre-kindergarten.

How to Apply

Parents can apply to kindergarten in New York City through the MySchools
website. The application is available in English, Spanish, Chinese, Bengali,
Haitian Creole, Korean, Russian, and Arabic.

When applying, parents will need to provide the following information:

Child's name, date of birth, and address

Parents' names, addresses, and contact information

Child's language preference

A list of up to 12 kindergarten schools

Kindergarten Programs

There are a variety of kindergarten programs available in New York City.
These programs include:

General education programs: These programs are designed for all
children, regardless of their academic abilities.



Special education programs: These programs are designed for
children with disabilities.

Dual language programs: These programs are taught in two
languages, such as English and Spanish.

Gifted and talented programs: These programs are designed for
children who show exceptional academic abilities.

How to Choose a Kindergarten School

When choosing a kindergarten school, it is important to consider the
following factors:

Location: How far is the school from your home or work?

Program: What type of kindergarten program are you looking for?

Size: How large is the school? What is the student-teacher ratio?

Reputation: What is the school's reputation in the community?

Cost: Is the school tuition-based or free? Are there any additional
costs, such as transportation or after-school care?

After You Apply

Once you have applied to kindergarten, you will need to wait for the offer
letters to be mailed in March. If your child is offered a spot in a kindergarten
program, you will need to accept or decline the offer by April 3. If you
decline an offer, you will be placed on a waiting list for other schools.

Tips for Getting Into NYC Kindergarten

Here are some tips for getting into NYC kindergarten:



Apply early. The earlier you apply, the better your chances of getting
into your top choice school.

Rank your schools carefully. Your top choice school should be
ranked first on your application.

Visit schools. This will help you get a better sense of each school's
program and environment.

Be prepared for the lottery. If you do not get into your top choice
school, you will be placed in a lottery for other schools.

Don't give up. If you do not get into any schools, you can appeal the
decision or apply to private schools.

Getting into NYC kindergarten can be a competitive process, but it is
important to remember that every child deserves a quality education. By
following the tips in this guide, you can increase your chances of getting
into your top choice school and giving your child the best possible start to
their educational journey.
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