Growing Up in the 1850s: A Look Back at
Childhood in the Victorian Era

Growing up in the 1850s was a vastly different experience than it is today.
Children faced unique challenges and opportunities that shaped their lives
in profound ways. From the daily routines of family life to the rigors of work
and play, childhood in the Victorian era was a complex and often
contradictory experience.
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Family Life

In the 1850s, the family was the center of a child's life. Children were
expected to obey their parents without question and to contribute to the
household in whatever way they could. Families were typically large, with
an average of six to eight children. This meant that children were often
responsible for helping to care for their younger siblings and for taking on
other household chores.
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The Victorian era was also a time of great social change. The Industrial
Revolution was transforming the way people lived and worked, and this had
a profound impact on family life. As more and more fathers left the home to
work in factories and other industrial settings, mothers were increasingly
responsible for raising the children.

Education

Education was not compulsory in the 1850s, but many children did attend
school. For those who could afford it, private schools offered a rigorous
education in the classics, mathematics, and science. However, for most
children, the only option was to attend a free public school. These schools
were often overcrowded and underfunded, and they provided a basic
education at best.

For children who were not able to attend school, there were few
opportunities for education. Some children were able to apprentice with a
skilled worker, while others simply worked on the family farm or in a factory.

Work

Child labor was a common feature of life in the 1850s. Many children began
working at a young age, often as young as six or seven years old. Children
worked in a variety of jobs, including factories, mines, and farms. They
often worked long hours in dangerous and unhealthy conditions.

The Factory Act of 1847 limited the number of hours that children could
work and prohibited them from working in certain hazardous occupations.
However, the law was not always enforced, and many children continued to
work in dangerous conditions.



Play

Despite the challenges they faced, children in the 1850s still found time to
play. Children's games were often simple and unstructured, and they often
played outdoors. Some popular games included marbles, hopscotch, and

jump rope.

Children also enjoyed playing with toys. Popular toys included dolls, hoops,
and tops. Some children were also able to attend the theater or the circus.

Poverty

Poverty was widespread in the 1850s. Many families struggled to make
ends meet, and children were often the first to suffer. Poor children often
lived in overcrowded and unsanitary conditions. They were also more likely
to suffer from malnutrition and disease.

There were a number of charitable organizations that provided nomoLup to
poor children. These organizations often provided food, clothing, and
shelter to children in need.

Orphanages

Orphanages were established in the 1850s to care for children who had
lost their parents. Orphanages were often overcrowded and underfunded,
and the children who lived in them often suffered from neglect and abuse.

The Orphan Asylums Act of 1868 established minimum standards for
orphanages. However, the law was not always enforced, and many
orphanages continued to provide substandard care.

Victorian Values



The Victorian era was a time of great social change. The Industrial
Revolution was transforming the way people lived and worked, and this had
a profound impact on Victorian values.

Victorian values emphasized hard work, self-reliance, and respectability.
Children were expected to learn these values from their parents and
teachers.

Gender Roles

Gender roles were strictly defined in the 1850s. Boys were expected to be
strong and independent, while girls were expected to be gentle and
submissive.

Boys were often encouraged to pursue a career in business or the
professions, while girls were expected to stay at home and raise a family.

Social Class

Social class was a major factor in determining a child's life in the 1850s.
Children of the wealthy elite had access to the best education and
opportunities, while children of the working class often struggled to make
ends meet.

Social class also determined the type of work that a child was likely to do.
Children of the wealthy elite were often able to pursue careers in business
or the professions, while children of the working class were often forced to
work in factories or other low-paying jobs.

Daily Life



The daily life of a child in the 1850s was often very different from the daily
life of a child today. Children in the 1850s typically woke up early in the
morning and helped their parents with the chores around the house.

After breakfast, children who attended school would leave for the day.
Children who did not attend school would often help their parents with the
family business or work on the family farm.

In the evening, children would often play with their friends or spend time
with their family. Children in the 1850s typically went to bed early, as there
was no electricity to light their homes.

Growing up in the 1850s was a complex and often contradictory
experience. Children faced unique challenges and opportunities that
shaped their lives in profound ways. From the daily routines of family life to
the rigors of work and play, childhood in the Victorian era was a time of
great change and upheaval.
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The Gathering Pacific Storm is a 1991 book by author Winston Churchill.
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