
Life Support by Tess Gerritsen: A
Comprehensive Review and Analysis
Tess Gerritsen's "Life Support" is a gripping medical thriller that delves into
the dark and complex world of organ transplantation. Published in 2007,
the novel has captured the attention of readers and critics alike, becoming
a bestseller and earning praise for its intricate plot, compelling characters,
and exploration of ethical dilemmas. This article provides a comprehensive
review and analysis of "Life Support," examining its literary elements,
themes, and significance in the genre of medical thrillers.

Literary Elements

Plot

"Life Support" revolves around Dr. Maura Isles, a medical examiner who
becomes entangled in a series of suspicious deaths connected to an organ
transplantation clinic. As she investigates, Isles uncovers a sinister web of
corruption, greed, and murder. The plot unfolds at a rapid pace, keeping
readers on the edge of their seats as they follow Isles' pursuit of justice.
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Characters

Gerritsen creates a cast of complex and well-developed characters. Dr.
Maura Isles is a brilliant and driven medical examiner who is determined to
uncover the truth, no matter the cost. Detective Jane Rizzoli, Isles' partner,
provides a strong and supportive presence, bringing her investigative skills
and street smarts to the case. The supporting cast includes a cast of
ambitious surgeons, unscrupulous organ brokers, and shadowy figures with
sinister motives.

Setting

The novel is set in Boston, Massachusetts, a city steeped in history and
medical advancements. Gerritsen skillfully uses the setting to create a
sense of atmosphere and authenticity. The hospitals, laboratories, and
medical facilities come to life, providing a realistic backdrop for the high-
stakes drama that unfolds.

Themes

Ethical Dilemmas

"Life Support" explores a range of ethical dilemmas in the field of organ
transplantation. The novel raises questions about the fairness of the organ
allocation system, the role of money in determining access to life-saving
procedures, and the moral implications of organ selling. Gerritsen forces
readers to confront their own beliefs and consider the complexities of
balancing individual rights with the needs of society.
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Importance of Trust

Trust is a crucial theme in "Life Support." As Isles investigates the
suspicious deaths, she must navigate a world where secrets and lies
abound. The novel emphasizes the importance of trusting one's instincts
and the consequences of blind faith. Gerritsen explores the betrayal of trust
on both a personal and societal level, highlighting the corrosive effects it
can have on relationships and institutions.

Female Empowerment

"Life Support" is a refreshing portrayal of female empowerment in the genre
of medical thrillers. Dr. Maura Isles is a strong, independent, and brilliant
woman who defies stereotypes. Gerritsen challenges traditional gender
roles and presents a complex and relatable female protagonist who is both
vulnerable and capable.

Significance in the Genre

"Life Support" has solidified Tess Gerritsen's status as a master of the
medical thriller genre. The novel's intricate plot, compelling characters, and
exploration of ethical dilemmas have set a high standard for the genre.
Gerritsen's ability to combine medical knowledge with a gripping narrative
has created a work that not only entertains but also provokes thought and
discussion.

The novel's success has also helped to raise awareness of the challenges
facing the organ transplantation system. Gerritsen's portrayal of the
complexities of organ allocation and the desperation of those waiting for
life-saving procedures has sparked dialogue and debate on the need for
reform.



Tess Gerritsen's "Life Support" is a powerful and thought-provoking medical
thriller that has earned its place among the best in the genre. The novel's
intricate plot, well-developed characters, and exploration of ethical
dilemmas make for a compelling read that keeps readers on the edge of
their seats from start to finish. Gerritsen's ability to combine medical
knowledge with a gripping narrative sets her apart as a master storyteller.
"Life Support" is a must-read for fans of medical thrillers and anyone
interested in the complex world of organ transplantation.

Alt Attribute for Image

Maura Isles, the brilliant medical examiner at the heart of "Life Support,"
investigates a series of suspicious deaths connected to an organ
transplantation clinic.
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The Gathering Pacific Storm: An Epic Struggle
Between Japan and the United States
The Gathering Pacific Storm is a 1991 book by author Winston Churchill.
The book tells the story of the lead-up to World War II in the Pacific,
and...

How CIA-Contra Gangs and NGOs
Manufacture, Mislabel, and Market Mass Murder
In the annals of covert operations, the CIA's involvement with the Contra
rebels in Nicaragua stands as one of the most egregious examples of
state-sponsored terrorism. The...
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