
Study Guide For Richard Wright's "The Man
Who Lived Underground"
Richard Wright's "The Man Who Lived Underground" is a powerful and
disturbing novel that explores the themes of racism, poverty, and violence
in America. The novel tells the story of Fred Daniels, a black man who is
unjustly accused of a crime and forced to live as a fugitive in the sewers of
Chicago.

This study guide will help you understand the themes, characters, and
symbolism in "The Man Who Lived Underground." You will also find
discussion questions and essay prompts that will help you delve deeper
into the novel's meaning.

Racism: Racism is a central theme in "The Man Who Lived
Underground." Fred Daniels is constantly being discriminated against
and persecuted because he is black. He is unjustly accused of a crime,
and he is forced to live as a fugitive in the sewers. Racism is a
dehumanizing force that destroys Fred's life.

Poverty: Poverty is another major theme in the novel. Fred Daniels is
poor and he lives in a slum. He is unable to find a job, and he is
constantly struggling to make ends meet. Poverty is a trap that keeps
Fred from achieving his goals.

Violence: Violence is a recurring theme in "The Man Who Lived
Underground." Fred Daniels is constantly being threatened and
attacked. He is beaten by the police, and he is hunted by criminals.
Violence is a destructive force that tears Fred's life apart.



Fred Daniels: Fred Daniels is the protagonist of the novel. He is a
black man who is unjustly accused of a crime and forced to live as a
fugitive in the sewers of Chicago. Fred is a complex and tragic
character. He is a victim of racism and poverty, but he is also a strong
and resilient man.

Ellie: Ellie is a white woman who befriends Fred in the sewers. She is
a kind and compassionate woman who helps Fred to survive. Ellie is a
symbol of hope and redemption.

The Rat: The Rat is a mysterious and enigmatic character who
appears in the novel several times. The Rat is a symbol of Fred's inner
demons.

The sewers: The sewers are a symbol of the underworld. They are a
dark, dangerous, and unpleasant place. The sewers represent the
racism, poverty, and violence that Fred Daniels is forced to live with.

The rat: The rat is a symbol of Fred's inner demons. The rat is a
constant threat to Fred, and it represents his fear and paranoia.

The light: The light is a symbol of hope and redemption. Ellie brings
light into the sewers, and she helps Fred to find his way out.

How does racism affect Fred Daniels' life?

What role does poverty play in the novel?

How does violence impact Fred's character?

What is the significance of the sewers in the novel?

What does the rat symbolize?



How does Ellie help Fred to find hope and redemption?

Analyze the role of racism in "The Man Who Lived Underground."

Discuss the impact of poverty on the characters in the novel.

Explore the symbolism of the sewers in "The Man Who Lived
Underground."

Compare and contrast Fred Daniels and Ellie.

Write a character analysis of the Rat.

"The Man Who Lived Underground" is a powerful and moving novel that
explores the themes of racism, poverty, and violence in America. The novel
is a classic of American literature, and it is still relevant today. This study
guide will help you understand the novel's themes, characters, and
symbolism. You will also find discussion questions and essay prompts that
will help you delve deeper into the novel's meaning.
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