
Study Guide for Euripides' Andromache: An
In-Depth Analysis of Character, Theme, and
Language
Euripides' Andromache is a powerful and poignant tragedy that explores
the complexities of war, loss, and the human condition. Written in the 5th
century BC, the play delves into the aftermath of the Trojan War, focusing
on the plight of Andromache, the captive widow of Hector, the slain Trojan
hero. This study guide provides an in-depth analysis of the play, examining
its characters, themes, dramatic structure, and language. By exploring
these elements, we can gain a deeper understanding of Euripides'
masterpiece and its enduring relevance in the contemporary world.
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Andromache is the central character of the play and embodies the suffering
and resilience of war-torn women. As the widow of Hector, she has lost her
husband, her home, and her child. Despite her grief, she remains strong
and defiant, refusing to succumb to the tyranny of her captors. Her
unwavering loyalty to her husband and her homeland make her a tragic
figure, but also an inspiration to those who have endured loss.

Hermione

Hermione, the wife of Pyrrhus, is a complex and enigmatic character.
Driven by jealousy and a desire for revenge, she plots to kill Andromache
and her son. Her actions reveal the destructive power of passion and the
lengths to which people will go to protect their own interests. However,
Hermione is not purely evil. She is also a victim of circumstance, and her
actions can be seen as a desperate attempt to assert her own identity in a
patriarchal society.

Pyrrhus

Pyrrhus, the son of Achilles, is a ruthless and ambitious warrior. He is torn
between his duty to his father and his own personal desires. His treatment
of Andromache and her son shows his lack of empathy and his willingness
to use violence to achieve his goals. However, he is not without a sense of
honor, and he eventually acknowledges the wrong he has done.

Themes

The Horrors of War

Andromache is a powerful indictment of the horrors of war. The play depicts
the devastation and suffering that war inflicts on both the victors and the
vanquished. Through the characters of Andromache and Hermione,



Euripides shows how war destroys families, communities, and the human
spirit.

The Power of Women

Despite being marginalized in ancient Greek society, the women in
Andromache play significant roles. Andromache's strength and resilience
show that women are capable of great courage and determination.
Hermione's actions, while misguided, demonstrate the destructive power of
female rage. Through these characters, Euripides challenges traditional
gender roles and explores the complex ways in which women experience
and respond to war.

The Cycle of Violence

Andromache is a play that explores the cycle of violence that often
perpetuates war. The characters' actions are often driven by a desire for
revenge or retribution. This cycle of violence leads to a tragic outcome for
all involved. Euripides suggests that violence only begets more violence,
and that the only way to break the cycle is through compassion and
forgiveness.

Dramatic Structure

Andromache is a well-crafted play with a tightly interwoven plot. The play
unfolds in five acts, each of which builds on the previous one to create a
sense of suspense and inevitability. Euripides uses foreshadowing and
irony to create dramatic tension, and the climax of the play is both shocking
and cathartic.

Language Analysis



Euripides' use of language in Andromache is both evocative and powerful.
He uses vivid imagery and metaphor to describe the horrors of war and the
emotions of his characters. The play is written in iambic trimeter, a rhythmic
pattern that lends a sense of formality and gravitas to the language.
Euripides also uses a variety of rhetorical devices, such as anaphora and
antithesis, to create emphasis and emotional impact.

Euripides' Andromache is a timeless tragedy that continues to resonate
with audiences today. Through its exploration of character, theme, dramatic
structure, and language, the play offers a powerful indictment of the horrors
of war and a profound meditation on the human condition. By studying this
play, we can gain a deeper understanding of the complexities of war, the
power of women, and the cycle of violence. Andromache is a must-read for
anyone interested in ancient Greek drama, tragedy, or literature that
explores the enduring truths of human existence.
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