
Study Guide for Margaret Atwood's Oryx and
Crake: A Comprehensive Resource for
Students
Margaret Atwood's Oryx and Crake is a haunting and thought-provoking
novel that explores the potential consequences of unchecked scientific
advancement and environmental degradation. This study guide provides a
comprehensive analysis of the novel's characters, plot, setting, and
themes, with detailed explanations and examples to help students fully
understand and appreciate the work.

Jimmy "Snowman" Crake: The protagonist of the novel, Snowman is
a complex and enigmatic character who has witnessed the horrors of
the Crake's experiments and the destruction of the world. He is
haunted by guilt and remorse, and he struggles to find meaning in a
world that has been ravaged by violence and environmental disaster.

Oryx: A beautiful and enigmatic woman who is the object of
Snowman's affection. She is a genetically engineered creature who is
both alluring and dangerous, and she represents the potential dangers
of unchecked scientific advancement.

Crake: A brilliant but ruthless scientist who is responsible for the
creation of the crakers and the destruction of the world. He is a
complex and contradictory character who is both brilliant and deeply
flawed, and he represents the dangers of unchecked scientific power.

The MaddAddamites: A group of survivors who are trying to rebuild
society after the apocalypse. They are a diverse group of people with



different backgrounds and beliefs, and they represent the hope for a
better future.

The novel is set in a dystopian future after a global environmental
catastrophe. Snowman is living in a forest with a group of survivors when
he is visited by Crake, who tells him the story of how the world was
destroyed. Crake tells Snowman how he created the crakers, a genetically
engineered race of humans who are immune to disease and environmental
hazards. However, the crakers are also violent and unstable, and they
eventually turn against their creators. Crake also tells Snowman how he
created Oryx, a beautiful and mysterious woman who is the object of
Snowman's affection. Oryx is both alluring and dangerous, and she
represents the potential dangers of unchecked scientific advancement. In
the end, Snowman is left to grapple with the consequences of Crake's
actions and to try to rebuild a world that has been ravaged by violence and
environmental disaster.

The novel is set in a dystopian future after a global environmental
catastrophe. The world has been ravaged by pollution, disease, and war,
and the few remaining humans are struggling to survive. The novel is set in
two main locations: the forest where Snowman is living with the survivors,
and the ruins of the city where Crake created the crakers. The forest is a
place of beauty and danger, and it represents the hope for a better future.
The city, on the other hand, is a place of darkness and despair, and it
represents the dangers of unchecked scientific advancement.
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Environmental degradation: Oryx and Crake is a powerful indictment
of environmental degradation. The novel shows how human activities
are destroying the planet, and it warns of the potential consequences
of unchecked scientific advancement.

Genetic engineering: The novel also explores the dangers of genetic
engineering. Crake's experiments with genetically engineered
creatures lead to the creation of the crakers, a violent and unstable
race of humans. The novel warns of the potential dangers of
unchecked scientific power, and it raises questions about the ethics of
genetic engineering.

The dangers of unchecked scientific advancement: Oryx and
Crake is a cautionary tale about the dangers of unchecked scientific
advancement. The novel shows how scientific research can be used
for both good and evil, and it warns of the importance of ethical
oversight.

The use of animals: Animals play an important symbolic role in Oryx
and Crake. The crakers are named after the extinct oryx antelope, and
they represent the dangers of unchecked scientific advancement. The
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MaddAddamites, on the other hand, are named after the biblical Adam
and Eve, and they represent the hope for a better future.

The use of color: Color also plays an important symbolic role in the
novel. The color green is associated with hope and renewal, while the
color red is associated with violence and danger. The novel's use of
color reflects the themes of environmental degradation and the
dangers of unchecked scientific advancement.

Oryx and Crake is a powerful and thought-provoking novel that explores
the potential consequences of unchecked scientific advancement and
environmental degradation. The novel's complex characters, intricate plot,
and rich symbolism make it a rewarding read for students of literature,
science fiction, and environmental studies. This study guide provides a
comprehensive analysis of the novel's characters, plot, setting, and
themes, with detailed explanations and examples to help students fully
understand and appreciate the work.
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The Gathering Pacific Storm: An Epic Struggle
Between Japan and the United States
The Gathering Pacific Storm is a 1991 book by author Winston Churchill.
The book tells the story of the lead-up to World War II in the Pacific,
and...

How CIA-Contra Gangs and NGOs
Manufacture, Mislabel, and Market Mass Murder
In the annals of covert operations, the CIA's involvement with the Contra
rebels in Nicaragua stands as one of the most egregious examples of
state-sponsored terrorism. The...
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