The Mouse of the Bodleian Library: An
Enigmatic Tale of Mice, Manuscripts, and a
Legendary Researcher

In the heart of Oxford University, amidst the venerable buildings and
tranquil gardens, lies the Bodleian Library, one of the world's oldest and
most renowned repositories of knowledge. Within its hallowed halls,
countless scholars have pored over ancient manuscripts, uncovering the
secrets of the past and shaping the course of human history.
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But alongside the great minds that have graced the Bodleian's hallowed
halls, there exists a lesser-known figure, a tiny creature that has become
an enigmatic part of the library's legacy: the Mouse of the Bodleian Library.

The Mouse and the Manuscripts

The Mouse of the Bodleian Library is not a mere figment of imagination but
a real-life creature that has left its tiny paw prints on the pages of history. Its
existence was first documented in the early 17th century, when the library's
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first librarian, Thomas Bodley, made a peculiar note in one of the library's
accession registers.

Bodley wrote that a "mouse had eaten the margin of a manuscript" in the
library's collection. This seemingly insignificant observation hints at the
presence of a tiny creature that had found its way into the library's vast
repository of knowledge and was making its presence known in its own
unique way.

Over the centuries, the Mouse of the Bodleian Library continued to make its
presence known, leaving its tiny tooth marks on the margins of medieval
manuscripts and occasionally nibbling on the edges of E&E 312
parchments.

The Mouse and the Researcher

While the Mouse of the Bodleian Library was a source of occasional
annoyance for the library's staff, it also became a source of fascination for
one particular researcher, Richard James.

James, a Welsh scholar and antiquarian, was a frequent visitor to the
Bodleian Library in the 17th century. He was known for his meticulous
research and his passion for uncovering the hidden secrets of history.

One day, while poring over a particularly rare manuscript, James noticed
something peculiar. There, on the margin of the page, was a tiny paw print,
the unmistakable mark of the Mouse of the Bodleian Library.

Intrigued, James began to investigate the Mouse's presence in the library.
He spent countless hours observing the creature's behavior, noting its



habits and preferences. He even went so far as to set out traps to catch the
elusive mouse, hoping to learn more about its life and its connection to the
library's collection.

The Mouse and the Legend

James's research on the Mouse of the Bodleian Library never bore fruit. He
was never able to catch the elusive creature, and his attempts to learn
more about its life and behavior proved futile.

But despite his lack of success, James's fascination with the Mouse of the
Bodleian Library lived on. He wrote about the creature in hisZ1{FE,
describing it as a "little beast" that was "very cunning and subtle" and that
had "a great love of books."

James's writings about the Mouse of the Bodleian Library helped to cement
the creature's place in the library's legend. Over time, the Mouse became a
symbol of the library's rich history and its enduring connection to the world
of scholarship.

The Mouse Today

Today, the Mouse of the Bodleian Library remains an enigmatic figure, a
creature that has captured the imagination of scholars and visitors alike. Its
tiny paw prints can still be found on the margins of medieval manuscripts, a
testament to its enduring presence in the library's hallowed halls.

While the Mouse of the Bodleian Library may never reveal the secrets of its
life and behavior, it has become an enduring symbol of the library's rich
history and its enduring connection to the world of scholarship. It is a



reminder that even the smallest of creatures can leave their mark on the
world, and that the pursuit of knowledge is a never-ending journey.
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The Gathering Pacific Storm: An Epic Struggle
Between Japan and the United States

The Gathering Pacific Storm is a 1991 book by author Winston Churchill.
The book tells the story of the lead-up to World War 1l in the Pacific,
and...
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In the annals of covert operations, the CIA's involvement with the Contra
rebels in Nicaragua stands as one of the most egregious examples of
state-sponsored terrorism. The...
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