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The Roman Ninth and Tenth Legions vanished mysteriously in the first
century A.D., leaving behind an enduring enigma that has captivated
historians, archaeologists, and adventurers alike. The fate of these legions
has been the subject of countless theories and expeditions, yet the truth
remains elusive. This article delves into the quest to uncover the lost
Roman legions, exploring the evidence, theories, and ongoing research
that aim to shed light on this historical mystery.

Historical Background
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The Ninth Legion (Legio IX Hispana) and Tenth Legion (Legio X Gemina)
were both stationed in Britain during the Roman conquest. The Ninth
Legion was present in Britain from 43 A.D., while the Tenth Legion arrived
in 43 or 44 A.D. Both legions played a crucial role in suppressing the
Boudican revolt in 60-61 A.D. However, after this point, the historical record
becomes less clear.

The Mystery of Their Disappearance

The last known mention of the Ninth Legion is on a Roman tombstone in
York, dated to 108 A.D. The Tenth Legion is recorded as participating in a
campaign in northern Britain in 122 A.D., but there are no subsequent
records of either legion.

Several theories have been proposed to explain the disappearance of the
legions. One theory suggests that they were annihilated in a battle with a
northern British tribe, possibly the Brigantes. Another theory proposes that
they were sent to suppress a rebellion in Germania and never returned.
Others believe that they were withdrawn from Britain and deployed
elsewhere in the Roman Empire, or that they were disbanded and their
men absorbed into other legions.

Archaeological Evidence

Archaeological evidence has provided some clues to the fate of the lost
legions. Excavations at the Roman fort of Inchtuthil in Scotland have
uncovered evidence of a large-scale Roman military presence from around
83 to 87 A.D. This suggests that the Ninth Legion may have been stationed
there, potentially participating in campaigns against the northern British
tribes.



However, no definitive evidence has been found to prove that either legion
was stationed at Inchtuthil or that they were involved in any battles in the
area. The archaeological record remains inconclusive and continues to be
a source of ongoing research.

Literary Sources

Literary sources from the ancient world also provide some insights into the
possible fate of the legions. The Roman historian Tacitus briefly mentions
the disappearance of the Ninth Legion in his work "Agricola." He states that
the legion was "lost in battle" in 84 A.D., but does not provide any further
details.

Other Roman writers, such as Cassius Dio and Sextus Julius Frontinus,
also mention the disappearance of the legions, but their accounts are
fragmentary and often contradictory. These literary sources offer tantalizing
hints, but they ultimately fail to provide a clear answer to the mystery.

Modern Research and Theories

In recent years, renewed interest in the lost legions has led to a number of
new theories and research projects. One theory, proposed by the historian
Richard Hingley, suggests that the Ninth Legion may have been sent to the
Middle East to help suppress the Bar Kokhba revolt in 132-136 A.D. This
theory is based on the discovery of Roman coins and pottery in the region
that date to this period.

Another theory, proposed by the historian Adrian Goldsworthy, suggests
that the Tenth Legion may have been withdrawn from Britain and sent to
defend the Roman province of Dacia (modern-day Romania) from a Dacian



invasion. This theory is supported by the discovery of a Roman inscription
in Dacia that mentions the presence of the Tenth Legion.

These theories, along with many others, continue to be debated by
scholars and researchers. While no definitive answer has yet been found,
ongoing research and archaeological excavations may one day shed more
light on the fate of the lost Roman legions.

The quest for the lost Roman legions remains one of the most enduring
mysteries of ancient history. Despite centuries of research and countless
theories, the fate of these legions remains elusive. However, the ongoing
search for answers continues to fascinate and inspire historians,
archaeologists, and adventurers alike.

Whether they perished in battle, were sent to distant lands, or were
disbanded and their men absorbed into other legions, the truth about the
lost Roman legions may forever remain a mystery. But the quest to uncover
their fate continues to drive researchers and adventurers alike, adding to
the rich tapestry of human history and the enduring fascination with the
unknown.
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