
The Short Traveller's Guide to Slovakia:
Uncovering the Hidden Gems of a Charming
Central European Nation
Slovakia may not be the first country that comes to mind when planning a
European adventure, but this small nation nestled in the heart of Central
Europe offers a wealth of hidden gems waiting to be discovered. From
enchanting castles and medieval towns to stunning natural landscapes and
vibrant cities, Slovakia has something to offer every traveler.
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This comprehensive guide will provide you with all the essential information
to plan your perfect short trip to Slovakia, ensuring you make the most of
your time exploring this captivating country.

Getting to Slovakia
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Bratislava, Slovakia's capital city, is the main gateway to the country. The
city is served by Bratislava Airport (BTS),which offers direct flights to many
major European cities. Alternatively, you can reach Slovakia by train or bus
from neighboring countries.

Getting Around Slovakia

Slovakia has a well-developed transportation system, making it easy to get
around the country. Trains and buses connect all major cities and towns,
and there are also several regional airports.

If you're planning on ng a lot of driving, be sure to purchase a vignette,
which is a toll sticker required for driving on motorways.

Where to Stay in Slovakia

Slovakia offers a wide range of accommodation options, from budget-
friendly hostels to luxury hotels. In Bratislava, you'll find a good selection of
hotels in all price ranges. Outside of the capital, there are plenty of
charming guesthouses and bed and breakfasts.

What to See and Do in Slovakia

Slovakia is a treasure trove of hidden gems, and there's something for
everyone to enjoy. Here are a few of the must-sees:

Bratislava Castle: Perched on a hill overlooking the Danube River,
Bratislava Castle is a must-visit for any visitor to the city. The castle
has been renovated and now houses the Slovak National Museum.

Devin Castle: Located at the confluence of the Danube and Morava
rivers, Devin Castle is a picturesque ruin that offers stunning views of



the surrounding countryside. The castle has a long and storied history,
and it was once a major stronghold of the Kingdom of Hungary.

Spiš Castle: One of the largest and most impressive castles in
Slovakia, Spiš Castle is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The castle
was built in the 13th century and was once the seat of the Spiš County.
Today, the castle is a popular tourist destination, and it offers visitors a
glimpse into Slovakia's rich history.

High Tatras National Park: The High Tatras are a mountain range in
northern Slovakia that offer some of the most stunning scenery in the
country. The park is home to a variety of hiking trails, and it's also a
popular destination for skiing and snowboarding.

Pieniny National Park: Pieniny National Park is located on the border
between Slovakia and Poland. The park is home to a unique limestone
gorge that has been carved out by the Dunajec River. Visitors can take
a raft trip through the gorge, or they can hike along the riverbank.

Slovak Paradise National Park: Slovak Paradise National Park is a
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve that is home to a variety of waterfalls,
gorges, and caves. The park is a popular destination for hiking, and it
also offers a variety of other activities, such as rock climbing and
rappelling.

What to Eat and Drink in Slovakia

Slovak cuisine is a hearty and flavorful blend of Central European and
Eastern European influences. Some of the must-try dishes include:

Bryndzové halušky: This is a national dish of Slovakia, and it consists
of potato dumplings topped with sheep cheese and bacon. Bryndzové



halušky is typically served with a side of sauerkraut.

Knedľa: Knedľa are dumplings that are made from flour, potatoes, or
bread. They are a common side dish in Slovakia, and they can be
served with a variety of main courses.

Kapustnica: This is a traditional Slovak soup that is made with
cabbage, sauerkraut, and meat. Kapustnica is typically served during
the winter months.

Guláš: This is a beef stew that is similar to the Hungarian goulash.
Guláš is a popular dish in Slovakia, and it is often served with knedľa.

Pivo: Slovakia is home to a number of breweries, and the country
produces a variety of beers. Some of the most popular brands include
Zlatý Bažant, Šariš, and Kelt.

Planning Your Trip to Slovakia

When planning your trip to Slovakia, there are a few things you should
keep in mind.

The best time to visit Slovakia is during the shoulder seasons
(April-May and September-October). The weather is mild during
these months, and there are fewer tourists.

Slovakia is a relatively affordable country to visit. You can expect
to spend around €50-€75 per day, depending on your budget.

The official currency of Slovakia is the euro.

Slovakia is a safe country to visit. However, as with any travel
destination, it's always important to be aware of your surroundings and
take precautions against petty crime.



Slovakia is a captivating country with a wealth of hidden gems to discover.
From enchanting castles and medieval towns to stunning natural
landscapes and vibrant cities, Slovakia has something to offer every
traveler. With its affordable prices, friendly people, and delicious cuisine,
Slovakia is the perfect destination for a short trip.

So what are you waiting for? Start planning your trip to Slovakia today!
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The Gathering Pacific Storm: An Epic Struggle
Between Japan and the United States
The Gathering Pacific Storm is a 1991 book by author Winston Churchill.
The book tells the story of the lead-up to World War II in the Pacific,
and...
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How CIA-Contra Gangs and NGOs
Manufacture, Mislabel, and Market Mass Murder
In the annals of covert operations, the CIA's involvement with the Contra
rebels in Nicaragua stands as one of the most egregious examples of
state-sponsored terrorism. The...
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