
To Destroy Jerusalem: A Masterpiece of
Historical Fiction by Howard Kaplan

In the heart of ancient Jerusalem, where the Roman Empire's iron fist
clashed with the fervent zeal of Jewish resistance, Howard Kaplan's
captivating novel, To Destroy Jerusalem, unfolds. Set amidst the
tumultuous events of the first century CE, this epic tale of courage,
betrayal, and the unyielding spirit of a people facing extinction transports
readers to a world of vibrant history, vivid characters, and unforgettable
drama.
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A Divided City, A Brothers' Clash

At the heart of the novel lies the poignant story of two brothers, bound by
blood but torn apart by the escalating conflict. Gaius, the elder, serves as a
centurion in the Roman legions, his loyalty to Caesar unwavering. Yet, his
younger brother, Simon, has embraced the firebrand ideology of the Jewish
zealots, a group fiercely opposed to Roman rule. As the city of Jerusalem
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becomes a tinderbox of tension, the brothers find themselves on opposing
sides of an unfathomable divide.

The Dance of Swords

As the conflict intensifies, Gaius and Simon's paths intertwine in a deadly
dance of swords and shifting loyalties. Gaius, torn between his duty to
Rome and his love for his brother, grapples with the horrors of war and the
moral ambiguities of his actions. Simon, driven by a fervent belief in God
and his people's destiny, fights with unwavering determination against the
overwhelming might of the Roman legions.

Unflinching Realism, Unforgettable Characters

Kaplan's masterful storytelling is complemented by his meticulous
research, which breathes authenticity into every page. The sights, sounds,
and smells of ancient Jerusalem come alive, immersing readers in the
chaotic streets and hallowed temples. Battle scenes are rendered with
unflinching realism, capturing the brutality and desperation of armed
conflict. The characters, from the conflicted Gaius to the resolute Simon,
are drawn with depth and nuance, their motivations and choices leaving an
enduring impact.

A Journey of Loss, Love, and Identity

Beyond the epic clash of armies, To Destroy Jerusalem is a profound
exploration of loss, love, and identity. It is a story of the sacrifices made in
the name of duty and belief, and the unbreakable bonds that can endure
even in the face of unimaginable suffering. Kaplan deftly weaves threads of
family, friendship, and romance into the narrative, creating a rich tapestry
that resonates deeply with readers.



The Weight of History

As the novel progresses, it delves into the complexities of the Roman-
Jewish conflict, exploring the historical context and religious fervor that
fueled the tumultuous events. Kaplan does not shy away from depicting the
atrocities committed by both sides, shedding light on the darkness that can
consume humanity in times of war. Yet, amidst the chaos, glimmers of hope
and redemption shine through, reminding readers of the indomitable spirit
of the human soul.

A Literary Triumph

To Destroy Jerusalem stands as a monumental literary achievement, a
testament to Kaplan's extraordinary storytelling abilities. It is a novel that
will captivate readers from the first page to the last, leaving them haunted
by its powerful characters, vivid descriptions, and timeless themes. By
bringing the ancient world to life with such vividness and authenticity,
Kaplan has created a masterpiece that will endure as a classic of historical
fiction for generations to come.

Discussion Points

As you delve into the pages of To Destroy Jerusalem, consider the
following discussion points to enrich your reading experience and foster
meaningful conversations:

1. How do the experiences of Gaius and Simon reflect the complexities of
loyalty, duty, and brotherhood?

2. Explore the historical context of the Roman-Jewish conflict and discuss
how it shapes the events of the novel.



3. Analyze the characters' motivations and choices, examining the ethical
dilemmas they face and the consequences of their actions.

4. Discuss the themes of love, loss, and identity that are woven
throughout the narrative.

5. Consider the novel's relevance to contemporary conflicts and explore
the lessons it offers about the human condition.

To Destroy Jerusalem is more than just a historical novel; it is a meditation
on the enduring human struggle for freedom, identity, and the preservation
of heritage. Howard Kaplan has crafted a masterpiece that transports
readers to a distant time and place, immersing them in a gripping tale of
courage, betrayal, and the enduring power of the human spirit.

Whether you are a seasoned reader of historical fiction or simply seeking
an unforgettable literary experience, To Destroy Jerusalem is an essential
addition to your bookshelf. Its timeless themes, unforgettable characters,
and masterful storytelling will linger in your mind long after you finish the
final page.
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The Gathering Pacific Storm: An Epic Struggle
Between Japan and the United States
The Gathering Pacific Storm is a 1991 book by author Winston Churchill.
The book tells the story of the lead-up to World War II in the Pacific,
and...

How CIA-Contra Gangs and NGOs
Manufacture, Mislabel, and Market Mass Murder
In the annals of covert operations, the CIA's involvement with the Contra
rebels in Nicaragua stands as one of the most egregious examples of
state-sponsored terrorism. The...
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