
Understanding the War Industry: A Journey
with Jeffrey Cohen
Jeffrey Cohen, a preeminent scholar and author, has dedicated his career
to illuminating the complex and often hidden world of the war industry. His
groundbreaking research has exposed the interconnected web of
corporations, governments, and military forces that drive the global arms
trade, shaping the nature of warfare and leaving an enduring impact on
society.

The Genesis of War-Capitalism

Central to Cohen's work is the concept of 'war-capitalism,' a system in
which the pursuit of profit and the drive for war become inextricably
intertwined. He argues that the war industry has become a self-
perpetuating machine, driven by a cycle of fear, conflict, and economic
gain.
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Industries such as weapons manufacturing and military contractors,
according to Cohen, have a vested interest in maintaining a state of
perpetual conflict. By fostering a climate of fear and insecurity, they create
a demand for their products and services, leading to a vicious cycle of
violence and profit.

The Human Cost of Perpetual Conflict

Cohen's analysis extends beyond the economic implications of war-
capitalism, delving into its profound human cost. He highlights the
devastating impact of conflict on civilian populations, the erosion of
democratic institutions, and the exacerbation of global inequalities.

War, Cohen argues, becomes a tool used by those in power to maintain
control and suppress dissent. It undermines human rights, disrupts
communities, and leaves behind a legacy of trauma and suffering that can
span generations.

The Power of Narrative

In addition to his economic and political critiques, Cohen's work also
explores the role of narrative in shaping public perception of war. He
argues that the war industry has mastered the art of creating narratives that
justify and legitimize violence, often presenting conflict as a necessary evil
or a noble cause.

By controlling the narrative surrounding war, Cohen contends, the war
industry can influence public opinion, suppress dissent, and maintain its
dominance over the global arms trade.

Challenges and the Path Forward



Cohen's work exposes the challenges inherent in confronting the war
industry, a powerful and deeply entrenched force. He acknowledges the
difficulties in challenging its narrative dominance and breaking the cycle of
war-capitalism.

Despite these challenges, Cohen remains hopeful. He advocates for
increased transparency, accountability, and democratic oversight of the war
industry. He believes that by empowering citizens and demanding a more
ethical approach to conflict, it is possible to move towards a more just and
peaceful world.

Jeffrey Cohen's groundbreaking research has illuminated the hidden
workings of the war industry, exposing the intricate web of power, profit,
and human suffering that drives it. His work serves as a clarion call to
action, urging us to challenge the status quo, demand transparency, and
strive for a world without war.

Through his thought-provoking analysis and unwavering commitment to
truth-seeking, Cohen empowers us to understand the war industry and its
far-reaching consequences. His work serves as a guide for a more just and
equitable future, one where the horrors of war are consigned to the past.
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The Gathering Pacific Storm: An Epic Struggle
Between Japan and the United States
The Gathering Pacific Storm is a 1991 book by author Winston Churchill.
The book tells the story of the lead-up to World War II in the Pacific,
and...

How CIA-Contra Gangs and NGOs
Manufacture, Mislabel, and Market Mass Murder
In the annals of covert operations, the CIA's involvement with the Contra
rebels in Nicaragua stands as one of the most egregious examples of
state-sponsored terrorism. The...
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