
Voodoo Strings: The Spiritual Origins of Blues
Guitar
The blues, a genre of music that originated in the African-American
community in the United States, is characterized by its soulful melodies,
powerful rhythms, and evocative lyrics. Blues guitar, a key element of the
genre, is known for its raw and expressive sound, which has been used to
convey a wide range of emotions, from joy and hope to sorrow and despair.
But what is the true origin of blues guitar? And how did it come to be such
an integral part of the blues tradition?

The answer to these questions can be found in the spiritual beliefs and
practices of West African slaves who were brought to the Americas in the
16th and 17th centuries. These slaves brought with them their own musical
traditions, which included the use of stringed instruments, such as the kora
and the banjo. These instruments were used for both secular and religious
purposes, and they played a vital role in the slaves' spiritual lives.
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When the slaves were forced to convert to Christianity, they were forbidden
from practicing their own religions. However, they found ways to
incorporate their own beliefs and practices into the Christian rituals. This
syncretism, or blending of cultures, resulted in the creation of new musical
forms, such as the spirituals and the blues.

The blues guitar emerged from this syncretic tradition. Blues guitarists
adopted the techniques and styles of their African ancestors, but they also
incorporated elements of European folk music and Christian hymnody. The
result was a unique and powerful sound that has influenced countless
musicians across the globe.

The Role of Voodoo in Blues Guitar

Voodoo, a spiritual practice that originated in West Africa, played a
significant role in the development of blues guitar. Voodoo beliefs and
rituals were central to the lives of many slaves, and they provided a source
of comfort and strength in a world of oppression and exploitation. Voodoo
music, which is often characterized by its trance-inducing rhythms and
repetitive melodies, was used to invoke the spirits and to facilitate
communication with the supernatural world.

Blues guitarists were often influenced by Voodoo music, and they
incorporated some of its techniques and elements into their own playing.
For example, many blues guitarists use a slide guitar, which is a guitar
played with a glass or metal slide. This technique is similar to the one used
by Voodoo musicians to play the kora. Additionally, blues guitarists often
use repetitive riffs and patterns, which are also common in Voodoo music.



The influence of Voodoo on blues guitar can also be seen in the lyrics of
many blues songs. Blues lyrics often deal with themes of love, loss, and
suffering, which are also common themes in Voodoo rituals and beliefs.
Additionally, blues lyrics often contain references to Voodoo spirits and
practices, such as "mojo" (a magical charm) and "gris-gris" (a protective
amulet).

The voodoo strings of blues guitar are a powerful reminder of the spiritual
origins of this genre of music. Blues guitarists have used their instruments
to express their deepest emotions and to connect with the supernatural
world. The result is a music that is both soulful and transcendent, and that
has touched the lives of countless people around the world.
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The Gathering Pacific Storm: An Epic Struggle
Between Japan and the United States
The Gathering Pacific Storm is a 1991 book by author Winston Churchill.
The book tells the story of the lead-up to World War II in the Pacific,
and...

How CIA-Contra Gangs and NGOs
Manufacture, Mislabel, and Market Mass Murder
In the annals of covert operations, the CIA's involvement with the Contra
rebels in Nicaragua stands as one of the most egregious examples of
state-sponsored terrorism. The...
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