
Work, Community, and Memory on California's
Round Valley Reservation, 1850–1941
The Round Valley Reservation was established in California in 1856 as a
home for several tribes of Native Americans who had been displaced from
their traditional lands. The reservation was a place of great change and
upheaval for its inhabitants, as they struggled to adapt to a new way of life
and to preserve their cultural traditions.
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One of the most important aspects of life on the Round Valley Reservation
was work. The reservation was a place of subsistence farming and
ranching, and the people who lived there relied on their ability to grow food
and raise animals to survive. In addition to working on their own farms and
ranches, many people also worked for wages off the reservation. They
worked as laborers on ranches and farms, as loggers, and in other
industries. These jobs provided a much-needed source of income for the
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people of the reservation, but they also took them away from their homes
and families.

In addition to work, community was also a very important part of life on the
Round Valley Reservation. The people who lived there came from different
tribes and spoke different languages, but they shared a common history
and culture. They relied on each other for support and assistance, and they
developed a strong sense of community. This sense of community was
expressed in many ways, including through shared rituals and ceremonies,
cooperative work projects, and social gatherings.

Memory also played a significant role in life on the Round Valley
Reservation. The people who lived there were displaced from their
traditional lands, and they often longed for the past. They remembered the
time when they were free to live on their own land and follow their own way
of life, and they passed these memories down to their children and
grandchildren. Memories of the past helped to shape the identity of the
people of the Round Valley Reservation, and they provided a source of
hope for the future.

The history of the Round Valley Reservation is a complex and often painful
one, but it is also a story of resilience and hope. The people who lived there
were able to survive and thrive in a new and challenging environment, and
they created a strong community that endured for generations. The Round
Valley Reservation is a testament to the power of community, memory, and
the human spirit.

Resources

Round Valley Reservation National Historic Site



UC Press publishes new history of Round Valley Indian Reservation
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The Gathering Pacific Storm: An Epic Struggle
Between Japan and the United States
The Gathering Pacific Storm is a 1991 book by author Winston Churchill.
The book tells the story of the lead-up to World War II in the Pacific,
and...
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How CIA-Contra Gangs and NGOs
Manufacture, Mislabel, and Market Mass Murder
In the annals of covert operations, the CIA's involvement with the Contra
rebels in Nicaragua stands as one of the most egregious examples of
state-sponsored terrorism. The...
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